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DEAD OF THE MOON (MIDNIGHT)
THE WEREHOUSE
GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM
NOW

IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE just a game. A bit of scary fun. A lark. Every kid in the town knew the place
as The Werehouse. They also knew the terrifying double dare linked to it; if you entered on the night of
the dark of the moon and placed your hand upon the cursed stone; if you spoke the rhyme and walked
into the empty house; if you did all these things, then you would never be seen again. The thyme had a
sinister name. [t was called The Malison. In the playgrounds children sang its words while skipping, or
shouted them as warnings. But this was OK. This was outside. The words had no power there. But within
the shadow of that dark, derelict house, within those dangerous, desolate gardens, that was another thing
altogether. Every kid knew The Malison. It went like this:

Stone! Stone! The Devil’s Stone
Will You Touch The Devil’s Stone?
Enter This House Those Who Dare

When The Moon Is Dark: But, Ware!
Speak The Curse And Enter Within-
Then All Your Nightmares Will Begin.

And it wasn’t as if there was no proof. Around here children went missing all the time. Kids with names
like Scott and Lakelyn and Joseph. Every one of them vanished without a trace, and, if the backstreet
gossip was to be believed, every one of them had disappeared inside that house.

You're not sure why you were picked as the next kid to go, but there it was. The next Dead Moon you
would face the terrifying task. Most kids didn’t have the guts to complete the dare. Most weren’t even
brave enough to get as far as touching the stone. So all you had to do was enter the garden and speak the
rhyme; you didn’t have to actually go inside the house. Nobody ever did that.

At the time of the dark of the moon, all the kids gathered at the thatched pub. When you’d arrived with
your friends from school, the night was cold and full with the threat of rainstorms. As midnight
approached, everyone made their way to the derelict and deserted house. It stood on an ordinary street in
a wide circle of semi-detached houses centred by a green. The road was a dead end. You couldn’t help but
notice that. The front garden was surrounded by an immense hedge, so wild that nothing could be seen of
the building beyond. Almost invisible in the dense foliage was a low iron gate, twisted with brambles.

Hanging upon the gate was a big, rusted sign that read DANGEROUS BUILDING. KEEP OUT. The
warning made what was going to happen very real. Real real. But everyone was there and it would mean a
lifetime of jibes and jeers to back out now.
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Ducking under the sign, you had braved the thorns and brambles, pushed open the rusted gate and
scrambled down weed-strangled steps and into the jungle of the garden. Ahead the boarded and broken
house loomed. Ivy crawled over every patch of brickwork and everything smelled rotten and diseased. It
looked exactly like a crouching, waiting monster; a monster that swallowed children as easy as Jelly Babies.
Summoning all your courage you had waded forwards through the undergrowth until your foot kicked
something hard. Crouching down you clawed at the soil around the fallen standing stone, brushing aside
the grime and dirt to reveal part of an engraved spiral design.

Glancing at your phone, you waited for the stroke of midnight and when it was time, you reached out
gingerly and placed your palm flat against the rock. At your back darkness gathered like a great pair of
carrion crow’s wings folding around the world. Wings that swallowed up the street, the town and
everything in it. The air had turned as black as ink. It was like staring into moth’s eyes. Through
chattering teeth, you started to speak the words:

“Stone! Stone! O Devil’s Stone!
I Dare To Touch The Devil’s Stone-!"

But, at that exact moment, something broke. It was a sound like the night cracking open, splintering into
fragments as sharp as shark’s teeth. Terrified, you shouted out, scrabbling backwards in alarm. What you
saw through that awful crack in the night had sent you running in fear for the gate. As you reached the
hedge, you'd tried to claw for the way back onto the street but could find no way through that
impenetrable hedge. Panicking, you’d thrashed at the foliage, ripping your hands and arms to ribbons, but
still you could not find the way out.

Just before you were going to start screaming in terror, hands appeared out of the darkness. It was Sam,
your best friend, reaching through the hedge to save you. As everyone drew back, he had stepped
forwards, and hauled you to safety. Yet in doing so he’d fallen forwards into that impossible, unnatural
darkness like the infinite nothingness between the stars. As you had stood, bursting with relief that you
were free of that dreadful place, all the other kids were mocking, calling you names, laughing like loons.
But the laughing all stopped when they looked back to the house. For Sam was gone.

The house had swallowed him whole.

In the days afterwards, no one could explain where Sam had gone. The boarded-up house was opened, the
gardens cleared and combed, but there was no trace, no clue as to what had happened or where they had
vanished. [t was a complete and utter mystery.

That was until the next Dead Moon, when the raven arrived at your window with the first letter clutched
in its ebony claws...
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FIRST MOON: HUNTER’S MOON (OF MAN)
THE OLD RECTORY
GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM
WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 1852 | 00:01:37

WHEN THE GREAT BLACK BIRD first came rap-tapping at your window in the dead of the night, you
were locked inside a horrific nightmare. Just as the rhyme has warned. But it wasn’t about you. It was
about Sam. About what had happened to him in the terrible moment when he was swallowed by that dark
and dangerous house. The bad dreams had plagued you for weeks, but this night, the night of the next
Dead Moon, this was the worst yet. The nightmare was the same as always. It always showed what you had
seen through that ragged crack between worlds, but this time it showed you more. It revealed what lay on
the other side of that slit of a doorway - and what your friend had gone to face by falling through it.

What you saw was the same location, but now the ruined house, the weeds and rubble were all gone. In
their place was a grand brick building, standing alone amid a wide expanse of formal garden on two levels,
packed with flowers and vegetables. Everything was surrounded by a tall, neatly clipped hedge, the fallen
stone now standing pride of place at the centre of a sea of beds and borders. Sam stood on a red brick
path near the gate, your view was if perched on his shoulder.

This time the garden was not empty. The place was a chaos of flames and figures. The brick paths and
vegetable beds burned with fallen torches, sending smoke into the air as dense as morning fog. Gaunt
men, their faces distorted by some terrible disease, swarmed everywhere. And something weird was
happening to the building’s entrance. At first it looked like a set of arched double doors flanked by stone
columns, then it melted, diminishing in size into a black porch, its door set with a stained glass oval. A
teenager with a cropped head in a dark hoodie was hammering at the shifting doors, shouting to be let
inside. He was still shouting when a tide of bodies set upon him, dragging him into their dark midst.

Unable to stomach that horrible scene, you looked back to the steps between the upper and lower
gardens. There two figures stood. The first was a grotesque sight, a pale and stick-thin man with a fanged
mouth, lank hair and pointed horns. At his heels two great hounds with flame-red eyes were baring their
fangs and growling menacingly. The second man was much older, his hair shock white. He was dressed in
a patterned robe and appeared to be sick. Something that resembled porridge dripped from his mouth
and down his chin.

“In the name of the Ghal,” the horned man was shouting, “I, Damfino, master of the Wild Hunt, claim
this sacred place. Here we shall build our new lair.”

“You... cannot.” The older man’s voice was hoarse and very weak.

“Cannot? 'Tis a job already done,” Damfino replied. “For we possess all but one of the gemstones of the
ancient Staradhelm used to create your pitiful labyrinth. Its power is bound up within them, and we
control that power now.” Around his neck a yellow necklace glowed. “And now, begins the hunt for the
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fifth and final stone.” Horror-stricken, the reverend clutched his throat and sank to his knees. “You have
lost your precious shadowstone, Reverend Nathaniel Grey, and now you shall lose your life!”

“Never!” came a cry from the rectory. “Not while I am drawing breath!” Now in the porch way stood a
man dressed in waistcoat and cap, and in his hand he held a vicious wooden pitchfork. All around him
the figures snarled and clawed, but they did not approach him.

“Aha! Tobias Crowe. The rectory gardener,” Damfino exclaimed. “How we tremble in our bloodied
boots.”

“I will not let this sacred place fall into your foul hands,” said Tobias.

“How so!” asked Damfino. “When we are so many and you but one.” Then to his servants: “Hold him!”
With a wave of a hand, the gaunt man signalled his men forwards. Within moments, the gardener was
disarmed and held immobile. “Little Crowe, do you really think you can dare defy me?”

“Not L. The labyrinth has sent us one who will be set that task.”

Damfino shrugged, as if these last words were of no consequence whatsoever. Instead of replying, he
pulled from his coat a slender length of polished wood tipped with a crystal bound by copper wire.
It’s a wand, you realised.

Seeing this, everyone drew away from him.

“This place in ancient times was known as Witchcross Mede,” Damfino said. “This place’s magic is rooted
in rock. But while the Maje are forbidden to use its power, I am not so sworn.” Spinning on his heels, he
stabbed out with the wand and pointed it straight at the young man.

“Stranger!” Tobias shouted right at you and Sam. “Find the guardian of the labyrinth and save the
shadowstone!”

From the wand’s crystal tip a shaft of light erupted. The blaze of wildfire hit Sam in the centre of the
chest, surrounding him with a burst of brilliant silver light. So bright that it blinded. So bright that it
snapped you awake...

Tap-tap-tappety tap.

Sitting up in bed, you stared straight at the dark bedroom window. And there through it, its great shadow
silhouetted against the crimson dawn, you saw the raven perched upon your sill. In its eyes was the
wisdom of all worlds. In its beak, a pale envelope...
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FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER 1Z4g

I AM WRITING THIS BY the Iin ot 4 lantevn in 4 voom
dabove the butchev's shop in creat punmow. Thisis
the home of Tolids crewe, whe is ke44j4\r4enev 4t

The old P—ec‘l’ov\{. I dm Now dbout five

yedvs Letove the events with pamtine

and his +evw-[—\{iuj huntsmen.
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When I dvvived heve, I stepped into 4 tevvible stovm. No one dansweved the
vectory doov, so 1 headed into tonn. creat punmen is just like it is Now,

only smallev and theve dve no cars, just cart fracks and hoot prints. and
everything smells of old smokee. The Hlooded streets weve empty

(ebvieuslyd so T stdvted kmckiuj on dooys, dnd once T mentioned the

Vec+o\r\[ H\esf sent me heve. The crowe's took me N, Jave me ahr\{ clothes,

4and T've bLeen ‘I'V\{mj to keep from undey everyone's feet evey since.

MONDAY 30 OCTOBER- 1848
ok, so twe weivd Hnujs happened today. The Hivst was T met 4 Loy who
sdys he's 4 friend of the mdn who owins the vec+ov\[; revevend Ndthdniel

cvey. cvey hasn't Leen livmj theve tov yedrs and when 1 asked why, he
veplieJ, “TkejooJ veverend is off Jomj GoJ'sjooJ wovk. seme vev\{

iMpov+4N+ MIiISSioN iN Pevu.”

The Loy's Name is Tom Davkein and he visits veqularly to watch proqress on

the gavdens. ve spent dades scriblling in d leather Look while the wovkmen

came dnd went. ve sdys he's intevested in the Ims+o\rs{ of the town and the

-

vectory, but 1 don't Lelieve him. e wds trying too havd to Le supev—tviendly.
All “vow do you do?” and 4 L\rin’ ‘cood dayr when he went. 1 tried to snedk 4

look 4t what he was wvHrmj, Lut he was cdaveful not o show me.

The second weivd H\mj wds thdat 1 discovered the pevil's stonel well,
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that's not ewl'ivel\{ tvve. Tt wds the vaven, vedlly. The bivd's been
|r\4v4ssiuj the labouveys 4ll 441, tivst the cavpenters whe weve MedsUVing
foy an avched oqqu‘l'e, then -qufmj about the hedds of the men whe ave
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Fiving the ved bricks fov the pathways. Tolias was Lusy pacing out the
boundary hedqe and Finishing the plans fov the undevqround ivviqation
channels, «mJJoi’ 1ui+e 4NNO\!ea| to Le fovever clnqsmj ot the credtuve.

Plainly he didnt like the Livd being aveund. The davdener kept mumtling, 'z
1 think theve's semething davk at werk heve

The vaven kept squawking and Hlying Lack to this one drassy mound. 1
went to mves+ij4‘|'e 4nd theve found 4 mouse keYVinj that is obvieusly
Not From dvound heve. when the labsuvers Juj down benedth it they tound
the buvied edvth-tast stone. That's the name they call it cvess it's
better than iy, old vock:. Tolids sdys it's an olelisk Mqvkmj this land 4s
4N dncient sdeved spdce and the site of histovical sijui-[—ichce. “And
what's JoUH\{ peculidv,” he sdid, “is that the vil|4je childven SiN{ 4 NUvsevy
vrhyme dbout 4 stone.” I asked to hedv it and dlmest wet myselt when =

did. weve it is and \{ou'll see wk\[:

STONE! STONE! THE TALLIS STONE

STAND BEFOPR-E THE TALLIS STONE

-

ENTER THIS HOUSE THOSE WHO DAR-E
WHEN THE MOON IS DARE BEWAR-E!

DON'T LET THE JIGGERS FIND YOU THERE.

P-ING AP-OUND THE TALLIS STONE.

=
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seel It's dlmost the exdct same wovds ds The Malisen. And theve T was
thinking seme kids from our scheol had made it vpt Lookes like childven
hdve Leen J«Wiuj edch othey o enter The old P—ec‘l‘ov\{ fov 4 l""‘j time.
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TUESDAY 3| OCTOBER- 1248
The M\{S“’eViOUS Tom veturned +044\{ and stavted 4skiuj 1ues‘|'ious. Its

All wallow's eve +mij|r\+, So everyone's +4|kmj about childven stelen by

Fdivies, ovj\rislxljkouls 4ppedving iN miviors. ue wdsn't. ve wds 4skmj
about wheve I came fvom dnd dbout the stone and the poem. whetheyr an
dctudl labyvinth steed heve in times past ov not. no one can decide, but
Tom thinks the vectory was Luilt on top of 4 Neolithic stone civele (which
NoLon{ else Lelieves in 4s this makes it Lefove the time of the gille.

SATUR-DAY 25 NOVEMBER- 1848

TONiJH' it's the next pedd Moon 4nd I'm going with Tem pavkin to the
next location on the I4L~{vm+k. ‘Be WAVY,” Tom sdid befove we set o+
“Take one too MANY steps fvom the path and you will be lost not lUS+ tov
houvs ov For days, Lut fovevermove. e also said we probably won't 4o to
the same place and time, 4s that seems to Le dittevent for everyone.

I dm seNJiNj this letter with the vdaven Letore we set out. gut it's
obvious that the vhyme, the lejends, eve\r\{H\mj wds set in place to keep
evevyone dwdy when the date letween worlds opens... And toniqht we 4o
to do lus+ that
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FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBEER b4BC

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF the dooy to this place, T stepped
Through 4 puve white avehway. 11 wds night, all cold and cleay
Undev 4 million stavs. T wds dlone, standing beside 4 small temple
on 4 hill Iookmj down 4t 4 tiny town that was S‘hrdin’ from these
pomdn ddventuve films dbout pompeii and Mount vesuvivs. It was

vin’ then that  knew T wds bdck in dncient times.
e ] )




A7 slewly T cvept vp to the top of the hill. The civevlay temple was suppovted

N by 4 ving of columns, dnd theve at the centre, W4+3Vj"5ke‘i from the

(y jVoUNJ and collected into 4 deep pool. At its ere stood the face of an old
mdN With 4 wild bedvd, dnd set out Lefove him wds an koUVJHSS. 4 sickle
and 4 spvi of mistletoe - so you cdN see wk\{ at fivstz H\oUJH' this wds
1 old Fathev Time. s»xedkiuj tovwavds +o\1e+ 4 bettey look, T wds stavtled
N by 4 bright light that Haved in the davlkness. And theve wds 4 woman 4ll
in white, kouiuj 4 smdll oil lamp. vpen hev shoulder sat 4 white owil.

11 Wds Jeing to vun, but she told me not to be atvdid, that she was the
A White silyl, 4 hedley and prophetess, and this was the ovacle of saturnus,

$¥H] cod o Time. so I stayed and learned how These spring waters well vp

tvom the buvied land of the undevrworld, bringing wisdom d4nd secrets to
the movtdl wevld.

‘MaNy come From all devess the pomdn empive o ask lues+ious of the
ovdcle and heay its answers,” the white silyl sdid. ‘Do you have such 4
‘LUeS“'iDN?" 1 did, but Lefove I could ask it theve was 4 loud noise from

| fuvthey dewn the hill that made me jume out of My skin.

Lookiuj towdvds the sound, T sdw 4 -Fiju\re s‘l’effmj ‘H\Voujlr\ the stone
A avch at the ere ot ‘H\ejvove. 1t wds pdamtinel yet ds soon ds he dppedved,
he cdejeJ. one moment he wds lus+ like T saw him in +ke\14v4eﬂ of the
) old pectory. The next he transtormed inte 4 fedrsome one-eyed
M monster, part diant and pavt beast with 4 mane of davk haiv and vicious




A tusks. zmmedidately © hid myseltin the bushes 4t the edqe of the gvove -

WUV 4nd as the huntsman passed, T saw that under his avm he cavvied 4

t|e4+mj vdm dnd down his SpiNe VdN 4 WViH\iNJ line of peisoNoUs snqlkes.

/ P—eqckiNJ the temple, the hideous 'Hv\mj spoke. ‘T savour the meat of
humdn Hesh and my MeYeS+J|4Nces turn dll to stone, se don't dave

N vetuse me, prophet.” The cyclops' black +°NJU8 wds too big Fov his mouth,

and lolled fvom side o side ds he spoke. The white silyl closed hev eyes

and spokee hev welcome, S4yiN{ NeNe weve evey dismissed 4s |o&j qs 'H\e~{

| oLe\Ieal the vules of this sdcved place.

A ‘And what dave they?” pamtine asked. |

Y “The Jomj is simple. one, offev vp your sdcvitice. Two, spedk yeuv
1ues‘|'io|~x." Without 4 secend's hesitation, the monster wrenched the
vam's hedd 4nd brokee its neck, then threw it on the stone steps and
juH’eJ it with his fevocious claws. ‘x seek the shadewstone and the
tiend that stele it. my 1ues-|-im is: Wheve dve they in the Labyvinthe’

The woman knelt and pressed her eav +o satuyn's lips. Foy the |mjes+
| time she listened, then she sdid, “saturnus hdas spokeent The stone that
you seek is 4t Tijk samhvdidh, the co++4je of Mys M4068V4J|v\+\{.”
“Move. I Need move. The f|4ce? The time?”
| “The Jwelliuj is in the Boyne valley in Tveland. The date is sunday 2o
Mdvch 1933, lus‘|’ aftev q 1u4v+ev to midday.’

1 ‘Then, T shdll be theve fivstr the +|v\mj cried out iuj|ee. His shout was so
Ml loud it stavtled the owl, whe Hew away inte the staviy Nin' sky. ot dlse




dvound 4nd \ri\jH' at me. T ledpt vp and tried o tlee, Lut the monster was
upen me a4t once dnd litted me vp by my |ej. Screwing my eyes +i\1k‘|‘|‘{
shut,  stavted squivming and Scredming, but it was ne use. pamtine's

| gvip was as Hight and strong as iven mandcles. ‘Look- at me, whelp! T have
had euoujk ot the MeJJlmj ot childven tor an entive eternity.” And with
his othey hand he beqan to tvy to prise open my eyes.

“Wdait1” shouted the white siL\II. ‘rtis cus‘|‘o~\4\r\! fov supplicants to leave
“j‘H fov the ovacle.”

's 07"

1 qsk Fov the child's life 4s My oHeva toy yeur +vue_+ellmj:’

Well, she had him theve. pamtine fussed and whined, Lut appavently he
couldnt vefuse hey \relues{'. yust qs she couldn't vefuse 1o answey his
lues+i°N' vtterly thwavted, the cveatuve styode ot leqviuj 'H\\roujk the

sdme dvch he had enteved and we weve dalone 44din. Phew! T onuJH' I

wds dedd fov suvel Then, when I opened My hand 1 found I hdad pulled
some of the huntsmdan's hdiv fvom his head.

The prophetess asked it £ had 4 1ues+i°N' but T dansweved 4s to how T
didn't have 4 sdcvitice dnd so she sdid that 1 should sleep theve on the
travertine mavble and, it the ceds wevejood, I mdy veceive 4 Mequmj-Ful
dveam. so T did. And, she was \rijk'l'! I dvedamed of the dooy to the next

| voom. It wds theve at the Lottom of the pool, lv\iJiNj iN pldin sijk‘l’. And

A the very next davk of the moon, T'm kedJiNj ‘H\Voujk it...
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MONDAY 25 DECEMBER- 1848

I AM CELEBR-ATING CHR-ISTMAS IN the stone
coH’qje o} pose Meivion iN Wales after escdping
tvom 4 vuined watchtowey in 4 wolt-infested fovest.
pdvk and tevvitle things dve 4oing on back theve and
I 4m soj|44 to Le heve in NCdVL\{ Lldnberis, safe
tvom Lovd p'ANte dnd his creepy henchmen.
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In this time, queen victovid is vuler of the British empive — and Mys.
MeivioN is hedd of the local tod\rJiNj house, 4 Je¥ that she shaves with hey
eldest ddaughtev, Lily. she has Two othev daughters - poppy and viclet. They
all have the names of Howers. well, except +ov rose's husband. 1 don't
k-now what his Fivst ndme is 4s no one evey uses it de is 4|w4\[s
dddvessed as Mv. Meivien. christmads is very ditfevent heve. when they
LVouJH' out the food and it was ved medt. T commented on that and pose
veplied: “No turkey? what maner weve you bovn int What's wrenq with veast
beef? vou'll e 4skmj tov SNipe oy SWAN next”

pose is very wise 4nd knows eve\rs{Jrlr\iNJ theve is +o kenow dlouvt plants and
hevls and the stavs and lunay eyeles. she saved me from JVoWNiNJ iNdq
lakee called glackmivvor Tayn that sits at the Lase of the tower. she was
theve collec{'mj medicingl beyvies when I came cdveening dowin the hill, van
off the Lank and fell inte the watev. T would have frozen to dedath, but she
tished me out and built 4 five 1o JVY me. qll T cdn sdy is it pose hadn't Leen
theve, T would not Le si‘H’iNj heve wvi+mj this +e you.

I dvvived 4t ij' iN 4 vast stone veom. It wds built by 4 welsh prince in
the middle Afes vpen the cli-H—sjUdVJiNj 4 pass inte his mountdineus
kiujdom. Now it's little move than 4 vuin. In the lin fvom 4 dozen or so
candles, I could see T stoed Leside 4 kuje brick fiveplace while alove me all
the +loovs had votted awady |e4vmj lus‘|’ 4 Lij er‘l's{ spdce. Fav dbove bivds -
mdybe bats? - could be heavd skuHImj avound nedy the voot. Tmmediately
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I could hedy veices fvom below 4nd feekiuj down inte the celldvs, T saw 4
gvevp of shadowy Fiqures with uns and knives whe had veunded vp
priseners dnd weve |ockiu\j them in 4 Lavved cell. They very much
vreminded me of Dambine's men back 4t The old pectory. Their leadey was
4 tall, thin man with silver haiv 4nd 4 Leavd. They called him yonathan
pante. zu kisjlove.:l hands he held an 'V°V‘{4\84484 cdne the hedad of which
wds smedved with bloed. o that wasw't an obvieus siqn that they had
seized the toweyr by fovce, DANte's next wovds spokee volumes: “Now I, he

shouted like 4 mddman. ‘T am \‘iNj of the fovest
Then one of his veques looked up and ‘H\exl SAW Me. So, I VdN.

Fleeiuj back 'H\\roujk the dooy 1 had lus‘l’ enteved, T found myselt in 4
Ndvvow hall that led to 4JVe4+ avched doovmay. Tk\roujk this wds 4 coveved
peveh and steps leading down inte 4 walled courtyavd. vou could see how
the castle once looked, but it was now mostly vultle. eyond the walls
stvetched 4 vast forest and 1 could see this Lecquse the entive tower
wds Viujed with buvning tovches. Al\re:iJ\{ T could heav My pursveys vijlr\-l-
behind me so 1 pelted down the steps and van towdvds the sq-Fe‘h{ ot the
trees. well, = +koujk+ theyd e sate, but ds T van wajk the tovches
heavd movement in the davkness — and then the kowliNJ of welves)

I dlmost cvied out in panic. What wds 1 to do? Turn Lack and Le captuved
o¥ YUN oN dnd be eatent But just then fate made the decision as the
Jreund undev my feet turned into 4 steep slope and 1 tumtled fovmards
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into Llackness. And 4t the Lottom T Fell ofF the sheey bank and into

s reezing cold water. That's when pose Meivien saved me.

| This tavn, pose told me latey, is 4 souvce of s+V°NJ magic - and expldined
that sonathan p'Ante and his men had attacked and seized the castle to
captuve its power. They had LVoujH' the welves +oju4\ra| the watchtowey

heve in snowdonid from Euvepe's last primevdl fovest, 4 place called

| Bidtowiezd in the cvand puchy of Lithudnia. ots deepest woeds have

1| vemdined untouched by humans since the ice ade 4nd wds once 4 lv\uu-l'mj

quud tov polish dnd Lithuanidn kmjs.

gut ViJH' then the tavn was Sus+ 4N unexpected icy bath! As T s4aid, it
pose hadn't heavd me Fall inte the lake T would have Frozen to death.
gut -Hnmkmj about it, why wds she out in the davk of Ni\jk+ iN 4 wolf-

| infested wood? still, whatever the vedsen, she Jiinve me d brdacelet of
protection made of kqj stones threaded ento 4 leathey H\m\j. leoujk
the holes in the stones she told me 1 can see othey wovlds! ps 1 left,
pose sdid, “eememley, 4 sheep does not fedr the shephevd. 1+ fedvs the

’:"';:‘e wolf. gut it is the shephevd that kills it cuess she was MedNiNg T hdve

)| tole wavy of everyone I meet on this quest.

= | So NoWW I 4qMnm ot to -Hce Loth +\Ipes of welves 4-|- +he +°W8V — those
. ku»xj\rs{ monsters outside, but dlse these with teasts within...
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SATUR-DAY 17 JANVAR-Y 1874

THE POOM I'D ARRIVED INSIDE Wds 4 kitchen, but from 4 time Ionj
betove electvicity ov -F\riJjes pots boiled in 4 L|4zmj hedvth teside
which wdas set 4 |°NJ wooden talle coveved w-H\ bonls and Jugs. In 4
yoclcmj chdiv +eu4mj the Food on the Fiye sat lq-l,edui' itul womdn in 4
davk dvess whe c4|u~?a|~{ n@'\roaluoeal heyselfds® dledicéveux.




she did not seem suvaised oy scdved 4t MYy dppedvdnce — it wds dlmest s

it she weve exyed‘mj me. It wds very late dnd the sounds of crickets
and Nijln'l' creqatures weve loud outside the shuttered windews. At hey
feet sat two breoms and 4 civele dvawn in what looked like Flouy on the
tiled Hloov. once T sdid whe T was and why T'd come, she intreduced
hevselt as +|v\ejovevuess ew\flos{eJ by Levis 4nd emiliq L'Es‘l’\rdee to act
4s teachey to theiv twin ¢|4Uj|r\+e\rs, covd dnd covving. she had seen my
avvivdl in hey \roo+wo\r\&m\j - which is 4 kind of foll mdgic cdlled hoodoo.
1'd hedvd of voodoo, Lut Mdledicéveux said 'H\e\{ weve 4s diffevent 4s
-[-yojs and chickens. T qasked it she could help me +ind the next doov, and
she veplied, “z+ ‘H\ejood Lovd's Wi“iNj and vell dont vise”

Then we hedvd the dpprodach of feet and +|'\ejove\rNess sdid, “T have
promised to take the little ones heve..” And she handed me 4 postey
ANNOUNCINg that 4t wdij theve wds to Le 434+kevmj to see an
inFdmous veodoo priestess cdlled Mdvie Lavequ conjuve up 4 spivit cdlled
Bdven satuyday at The Wiskiuj Tree in the bayou. ‘Best we AoN'Jrje’r
+kosejivls Hin-eal by No 5+V4Nje\rs. v'dll hide until we've done” so
climbed Lehind 4 cupbodrd and watched 4s fwe twin givls van inte the
kitchen. They weve maybe five oy six and the only way to tell them dpavt
wds that covda's haiv was blonde and covving's was black.

It wds covvind whe was oLvioUSI\{ fascindated with the cevemony; covd
havdly spekee and locked like she just wanted to be tucked vpin Led. t
wds dlso cledy that the J4vk—k4iVe4\1ivl wds leckmqiliuj kevjovevuess

. L

DD OO




into +4kmj them to +ke34+|nevmj. “eemember,” covving wdayned a4t one
peint, ‘Tt you dety me, T'll hdve 4 mind to spredd the wevd you suck the
lives out of the childven and brew it with Lat's Lloed fov 4 Leauty potion.”
Then they weve quviuj, and 1 followed, kiJiNj on the back |eJJe of the
hovse-dvawn cdvvidde that waited sutside.

As we pulled away T saw that the manse was set apart fvom other houses
4nd surveunded by trees kuuj with mess. 1t had 4 celumned povch and
white picket fence, Lut still looked spooky in the davkness. The
L'Es‘l‘Vdee's heme wads located in Bayou sdint-jedn l”5+ Novth of the city
of New ovledns, Lovisiand. It had teen built Leside the wide candal that
linked Lalke pontchdavtvdin +o the Lus-l-lmj French guavtey, 4 vitdl
watevway for mevchants and travellers.

AVViving at +ke\14+ke\rir~\j, H\ejove\rNeSS 4nd the two childven
disembavked from the cavviade upon the edde of the bayou. Thousands of
people had turned out o witness the cevemony. Mavie Lavedu stood
benedth qn ancient tree k\mj with O-H-e\rmjs and civeled by candles. veve
she summoned spivits, pevtormed vitudls and mivdcles, 4NJJeNev4||~{
went Leysevk o wild music and ckqu'l'mj. Then, a4s the chuvch tells
styruck MialNiJH, the priestess dppedved in 4 top hat, hev face pdinted
bone white — 4nd tej«m to summen Bdven samedi (the French for
satuvdayd. ue is master of lite and death and stops dead people vising 4s
zombies. All scary stuth especidlly when you've w4NJevmj about dlone 4t

q VooJoo ceveMoN\I IN ‘H\e MiJJle °‘F‘ NOWkeVC!
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As the vitudl veached 4 frenzied Findglé that sent cova \re+\r84+iNj into
Mdlediceveux's skivts | I saw covving slip awdy and, with 4 mix of fear
4nd cuviesity, T fellowed hev. T think she lus+ wanted to explove on hev

own, but when she wds ouls{ 4 shovt W4y dwdy from the WiskiNj Tvee,
thyee men dccosted hey 4nd J\rdjjeJ hey of+ into the Nin’. 1 followed
4nd sdaw +|v\e\{ took hev to an old shack down in 4 M051ui+°—iN-‘-es+eA

hellow Nedﬂr\[.

Theve they locked hev in 4 chest, then sat Lack al\rmkmj and sm»kiuj
cifdrs, sdying how much ‘H\e\l weuld be vewavded by the sandeyvson
sisters whe wanted little divls to Loil £ov a potion that would allow the
dvinker to vemain young fovever. They spoke of 4 doovway vp at Manse
L'Es‘l’\rdﬂje dnd how on the next davk of the moon someone would came
threugh and pay them handsemely +or such 4 vave elixiv!

well, T had found wheve the next dooy wds — Lut T couldn't lus+ leqve
covving to such 4 hevvitle fate (even it she wds 4 spoi|ea| bratD se 1
wdited until the three men weve dvunk, slipped inside the shack and
tveed +|r\e\1i\r|. Then we Fled back to the crowds and found the

Jovevuess 4Na| hey sis+ev.

And fov this deed, Mmaledicéreux f\rqxleal +o cvdnn BViji‘H’e - dnd the next
J°°VW4\{ fyom Mdnse L’ES+V4Nje wds shewn to me...
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I APPEAR-ED IN THE cP-OW's Nest of the most extvdovdindry shipx
could have evey imqjmeal. The Joovwm{ led inte the Loujlns ot 4Ji4N+
leatless tree that formed the mdast of the vessel and fvom its
j\re4+ branches kuuj q Li”owmj white sdil. The space £'d dvvived in
wds Filled with Lowls of coins, chalk s\{mLols 4nd candles — while
below its voots wound inte the deck of 4 MeJiewljdllex{.
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ImmeJi«H'els{ I wds hit by the -Fveezmj cold. The beat wds mooved in 4 VOC\“{
bay surveunded by snew-covered mountdins. My dvvival had distuvbed thyee
jidN'l’ eqjles that weve now &lspuj otf towdvds the vqjjeal coast — and they
in turn had dlevted me to the ship's cccupants. At the Lack of the ship on 4
vdised deck, stood 4 white-teavded man. At the front, 4 youny black weman.
Both weve wydpped in big Fuy clodks, and weve \re4J\{iNJ -Fovjomj asheve.

“Looks like we have 4 s+ow4w4~{. cdptdin,” shouted the wemadn devess the
decks. “What sS4y you we feed him to those shavksy she pointed of+ to
wke\rejiqu'JVe\[ credtures crowded the sheveline.

“Ah, min huldvd,” veplied the man. “These dve not shavks. These dave havlouy
sed|s.”

“Then we'll feed him to theser

‘Apelogies for my 1u4v+evws+ev," the man sdid to me. “she is 4 little kill
cvazy with s+V4ujeVs." Both weve swlmj Now, which wds 4 velietas 1

‘H\oujk‘l' ‘H\exl weve pivates and \re44~{ to slit My thyeat.

c|imLmj down, +|r\e~{ intreduced themselves ds cdptdin Ldvs Thovstad and
quujelme, tvavelleys fvom 4 IiJHIr\ouse iN Noviay on Theiv way to the
united states of Amevicd. “This ship is cdlled Leié’ﬂrs‘l'ld\rm. IN your +mjue
this is ndmed The Lodestdy, 4 stdy used to N4Vij‘1+e."

evangeline pointed up to 4 shining lantern hanging over the Hront of the
ship. ‘This is the Lanthovn. odin's eye. Tt is the light that uides ouv way.
I asked o wheve exdctly and the captdin showed me sed chavts of how he

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@J

wWds +v4ciﬂj the voute of his dncestors. The voute wds taken by 'H\ej\re«H'
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vilr—mj evik Theyvaldssen - evik the ped oF F—oj4|4 Nd - on his Jeurney o
Iceland, cveenland and tinally to the Amevicas. ‘we have lus+ lost 4 vevy

good heuseswain,’ Thevstad explained. "se happy +ov you o earn your keep.

When I sdid T had to find the way to the next Jateway, the captain qave
me 4 Wiy smile and sdid, “The tree was yeur deey in and That will be yeuy
dooy out. But What say we make seme adventure Fivster

He went o the tell me that this was Tunvlliavkik Fjovd. Tn aqes past it
Wds t—:\{er\riLsLﬁi’, 4 settlement at the ere of the known wevld and Iouj-
time heme of evik The red.

‘T weuld love to seen it with these eyes,” he mused.

“We cqn!’ sdid t—:vmjeliue, then to the captain's puzzled look, she added,
‘Well, it was 4 snake, it'd 4 bit your Addin she peinted vp to the pulsing
crystal ‘sust use the lantern dohickey. Te 4 back to meet youy
ancestoys!”

“34, that is pessitble, but it will diminish its power.”

‘It's abig, eld piece” The §ivl's face was a maze o mischiet. ‘yust this
once?’ vev eyes weve biq 4s sducevs. ‘pleqser’

And se, that is what happened. “Nine hundved and ninety-nine,” Thevstad
commanded. “Tunulliavik FlOYJ." Immediately, the entive beat thrummed
with the cvystal's enevyy, theve was 4 sudden sensation of ¥4||mj, like
N dan out-ob-contrel elevater. every single plank of the ship creaked and
veaned and then we weve transpevted back to the viking age. Now on the
sheve 4 lavde settlement of houses sat Lefove us and we took 4 small

vewboat and when obt to meet the captain's ancestors. 1t didn't 4o well
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Tuvns sut that evik the ped 4nd his pesple weve in open wav with edch
othev — 4s well 4s with the Tnvits of the novth. The Feud stavted like
this: evik hdad Fouy childven — Leid, Thovvald, and Thevstein and J«aujk-l'ev
Freydis — and Leit had an intant sen whem he tredasured beyond dll
'H\mjs. His wite had died of some flqjue oy othey, |e4vmj him to vdise the
child en his own. Wis yeunder brother Thevstein was vecently wed, so
‘H\e\I took to cdving fov the child in the eldey's dabsence.

Then one fateful 441 4t the stavt of wm‘l'e\r, Leif V8+UVNiNJ from
kUN‘l’iNj with his fatheyv and found his hall vansdcked. Pushing to his
son's cvddle he discoveved it er‘H and vaqs{ed with bleod. welves |4\I
dedad all avound and Leside them his Lrothey lay as bloodied as the hall. at
tivst Leit +|r\oujk+ him dedd, but as he watched Theystein stivred. “you
whe 1 entvusted has let havm tefall My only sen,” he cried. IN his
despdiv he slew this Lrether - only to discover the man's wite £ the Lale
satfe kiJiNj Nedvly. This split the tamily and stavted the war. olviously
the ideq of 'innocent until fVOVeNJUiH'\!’ has yet to catch on heve.

tuckily, upen our dvvival we weve treated like wizavds, and 4 council was
called. n this we all spokee about justice and honour - and evangeline
mandged to patch things vp. Fov my part in this the lovd dave me 4 Jolden

ving with 4 ship 4nd kyaken JesijN. A Vikmj tvedsuye fov MY Journeying..
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TUESDAY & MAR-CH 433

ANCIENT IR-ELAND AND BATTLE AWAITED me Upon The othey side of the

Joovw4\{. s I s+efpea| ‘H\voujk I wds suyvreunded L\{ sweovdsmen -Fin’iNj
sevpent-like cveatures vpon 4 tovch-lit hillside. Do«ljmj ¥|4skmj Llades
and s|4skmj claws, T ducked into 4 hollow Letween twe s+4mlmj stones

4nd wdatched 4s wavviovs &oujH

the fedysome monsteys.




High dbove on the hillside the two leadevs duelled: 4 loathsome half-man,
15 half-Least, his head crowned with vam's hovns battled 4 lovd on 4 Lone-
, | white hevse. at his Nec“jleqme«i 4j°|a|eN tove - 4 twisted neckldce 42
\ MdV“iNj him (z discoveved laterd ds theiv Hijlv\ Eing. This was Léeqdive, sen ’
& of iall of the Nine Hos+4jes Then the Jvea’r hovned beast vigped the king %

B face. BeYoNJJV°SS'

' “You neve oNncCe 4j\red+ kiNJ," the monsteyr kowleal, “rievce 4nNd qudN. AN

= | empever of the bavbavians. You have dishonouved your dncestors. You have
» dishonouved this sdcved place.” 1 looked the HxiNJ \rin' in the eye and
o | vedlised it was pambinel ve wds clr\queJ 444iN = Now the mastey of the

sndke creqatuves in this ancient place. Then he ledt the FiN\j to die.

€| then svddenly 4 hooded ‘Pju\re loomed ovey me and shouted S°Me+km§1 I 4

-[-o\reijN +mjue. I didnt understand what 'Hne\{ weve saying, but x helped
° | vetvieve the white hovse, 4nd went +o 4 thatched voundhouse not Fav

2 ‘“’"4‘{ Theve the -FIJUVC vevedled hevself to be 4 womdn NdmeJ k—e\[Mk

wds Not old, Lut hev hdiv wds silvey. The most AMAZing H\mj wds ske spoke

: Eleislv\. “I come from dn Iveldnd Fav in the futuve,” she said. “x found My

Sa| way heve +kVonk q deseyted co++4je cdlled Ted sew-p-d (this wds spelled
Be Tigh samhvdidh. I do not kenow how ov why T travelled, but x have found

4| my vecation heve. cidvd explained she used to be 4 nuvse in our Lady's
Hosfﬂ-ql' Ndvdn (4 town that deesn't even exist back in this +i~\e) but

Now She lives heve 4nd helps the pesple as 4 hedley and wise woman.
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o “Wl'\‘f is everyone 'Fin'iNj?" I asked, so she told me this S+°VY: ‘Theve is 4

L& MAN heve named Mdew\lu succq+, whe we know qs st. P4‘|’\rick, fd“’\mN

sdint of Tveland. ve brings the messdqe of christianity o these lands,
35| and converted Lieqdive and his Family o his faith. The king ovdeved the
© 25 Luilding oF 4 chuveh vpon the will o Tav4, the hallowed hill wheve Tvish
o 5| kings ave crowned. This pldce is halt 4s old ds fime and the magic that

dwells heve exists in but 4 handful oF places on the edvth.”

)| “And what weve these monsteys?”

“These weve the tdinted sidhe, davk Faevietolk whe dve displeased 4t this

= | attack vpen the old Ways. Theiv hovned lovd's poison Wi”jdiN contyol of

the high kmj and sdcved Tavd Loth.

o | “Is theve no cuye?”

T+ theve is T do not kenow it but the dvuid Bdelthdan has been +\r4iNiNj Mme

in the wdys of the weods. ue Mmay kenow of 4 VeMeJ‘{-"

" %! WEDNESDAY 1 MAR-CH 433

so the next 441 we went to see Bdelthan, whe told us that Hijlv\ Eing

Léejqive had swevn on Liq F4il, the stone of Des‘hm{ Ne less, that he

| would never venounce his pag4n Faith — and now the fovces of ndtuve on

@ | which he swove had vose to kill him. “The wind will leave his lungs,” the

| dvuid said, “The sun will scoveh his skin. And the eavth will entoml him.

Afdin I asked if theve wds 4 cuve. “Theve is 4 hely place +av oldev than the

o chapel. Tt is paith sidhe dnd Leneath it lies the well of Des+iuxl, 4N

entrance to the othevweorld. with its waters, he may be cured.” so we took

the LoJ\{ of the Inijl\ \f-mj deep ouevj\roUNJ benedth 4 place called the
| Mound of Hos+4jes inte 4 domed chambey centved by the sdcved well. The




,
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only problem was that the well lecked completely dvy. Baelthan did not

Fd

et

15 seemed a4t 4ll wovvied, exﬂ«umj that to save 4 life the ancient powers
veGLui\reJ that 4 lite LejiveN inits pldce.
“Whese life?’ 4skeJ, but No one dnsweved.

S ouy kiuj dies,” the dvuid called out, his veice eckoiNj in the -l-m\{ chambey.

> 5| “Whe will come to save him? You?” he pointed to cidvd, then to me. oth of

us bowed ouy hedds. Then theve was 4 \rUS‘HiNJ 4nd from everywheve
Leetles, dnts and insects came scquiuj tovwavds and beqan to ledp into
the well. Mice came, too. And spidevs. All the smallest, humllest 'H\mjs ot
0 = the hills 4and fovests. Edckjdve theiv lite, so that the ViJH—Wise vuley
< | sheuld live. quJeNh’ ved |i1ui4 burst frem the well, -Howmj dcvoss the

| stone and splashing onto the Hoov and voots. The dvuid took vp a silver
| cup of the well wateyv and Hijk KiNg Léeqdive dvank. afteyr thyee ckokiﬂj

) M0U+¥\{'U|s! ke OfeNeJ kis e\{es. He n4qs CUVCJ.

| WEDNESDAY b APR-IL 433

5| I stayed with ciava until the next pead Moon, when we veturned to the
“% jq'l'ewq\{ beside the half-constvucted chapel. ‘T have seen the chuvch ‘Hv\es{

build heve will one day be lus{- vuined pieces in 4 witch's °V8V\1V°W“j4\r4eﬂ,w

cidvd o'cqoilthoinn sdid. “This is what time has '|'4UJH’ me: that Noﬂ\iuj

% lasts fovevey. In ouy wovld, st patvick is famed for \(it“iNj the snakes

From zveldnd. only we shall k-now the tvue s+°\r\{." Then the nuyse passed
me 4 four-ledat shamrock to take with me on my jeuvneying. ‘eoy luck,’
she sdid 4s 1 disdppedved +k\rou\jk the next Jooqu\{.




Letters from the ©

L‘% NTH

<

FRIDAY 3 APR-IL 1934

AN TCY SNOWSTOR-M AVMYITED ME 1o
on the othey side of H\e Joovwm{ o A
That and the cadtadianguilds o{-

s4sl4~4+cbew45 iN 4 sdcved
civgle of +2N+S owt 4tvife of

wooJ|4M cvee. I hdad e,
s+effe4 into the MnHre o’ 4
Lattle Tetween 4Jl4N+ wku'l'e
bedv 4nd 4 Yoyny wenndn dymed

0N|:! with 4 knife, ole-[-eNJiNj.

the Motishless Lody of 4 3, X
huntsmdn |\PN3 ithe Sndw. |
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De-FMNHY she fdced the ‘|'owevmj beast, butit
slash of its fevocious claws would stvike hey dedd. The womdn had pieveing
eyes, but her most striking teature was 4 pattevn of davk ved tattoced
lines that van From hev mouth avound hev chin. “Bdck, Tovnqusuk spivity

wds cledy that lus+ one

the woman shouted. ‘1, k4qliskq D4\IS+4V. tovtid your entrdnce heve.
M\{S‘l'eVioUSl\{ the tedv could not enter the Ving mdde by the thvee tipis. “You
ave +av Hrom youyr kuwl'mjj\rounds. peturn to youv davk caves in the Tnvit
Novth.” IN dnswey, the white bedv thyew back its hedd maquve out 4 vody
that sheok the snow from the trees.

While the woman stood kevjwuml, the awtul yell struck me with tevvey
and I van. At once the monster was after me. skialalmj between tweo of
the painted tents, £ saw Lefove me 4 massive lake survounded by tvees. 1
was trapped! T would dlse have Leen eaten viqht then and theve it kdliska
had not ledpt Letween us, sko\rl'mj incdntations. At hev wovds the bLedy
howled in fvustrdtion and vanished into thin div. But d4s it went it veached
out one mdssive pdw dnd vipped some‘l’kmjjkosﬂxl fvom hev chest.

As we vested, T tvied to thank the Lvdve womadn, but kdliskq lus+ wdved me
away, 4nd sdid in broken Eleisk, “Must I sdve everyone this 441?" S+00fiNj
down she Avqjjed the man's bedy inte one of the tipis and stavted 4 tive. 1
lomecl hev and hedvd move of the hunteyr dnd this place. £ had avvived at the
winter camp called Beav-glade-Bone, named atter a magical spear owned Ly
the chieftdin of the cree. kaliskd wdas 4 shaman — 4 hedleyr maljui«ie who
wdlked Letween wovlds and spokee to the spivits. These tents weve sdacved

Ioaljes

to the folle hevoes of the tvile: chahkdlesh Lone dedicated to the
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dwavt Man in the Moon; Aydsi, the monster-slayer and keepev of the
wevld Five; and Wisqkeallqk, the +\ricks+evjo4. His wds the tent 1 had
appedved fvom. The huntsmdn's name wds william HeNVy Meqquiex 4nd he
Wds 4N EleiskMdN tvom cornmwadll whe had travelled to candddq to Le 4 fuy
trapper, Juide and woodsman. e was tall, lean and dvessed head to toe in
buckskins and furs, H\oujk he had lost his hovse, eluifmeu'l' and wedpons
in d blizzavd. The spivit Ledv had Leen attacking the village - and Meqquiev
had stumtled into the middle of the ¥ijk+. 1t teok an entive day to nuyse
the mdn back to some kind of hedlth.

SUNDAY |5 APR-IL 1934

ONce Meqquiev wds Fit enoudh to walk, edliskq teok us Loth to 4jq+kevmj
ot the tvite. This was held in 4 domed tent in the centre of theiv vi||4je by
the shove of ‘H\ejMN“' lakee. we sat on skins Leside 4 big tive. veve we met
the chieftdin, Atdhkdleohp stavilanket. The hunter knew some cree so
translated as ealiskd old of the attack of Tovngavsuk, the spivit Leav of
the Tnvit. “de comes Fay south to stedl the magic of this place,” she sdid.
‘I have banished him for now, but not witheut cost. The Leay stole My
spivit. Tt is my mand and 1 will witheyr daway witheut it. seon 1 will e too
wedk to stand. o+ the Least veturns, T cannot -Fijk’r him 4 second time.”

chiet stavtlanket was andeved by this and our trespass on theiv sacved
land. T think he Wds Joing to kill us, but Meqquiev stood vp and sdid that
he WOUHJO into the Tauit Novth, vid them of its evil presence dnd veturn
edliska's Mmagic. ‘T dm only of man, not of nature, but T owe 4 lite delt to
Your shamdn and in this way x will vepay it

|
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SUNDAY 13 MAY 1934

se teday is the day decided for Meqquiev to travel into the fvozen novth,
Find this white least's cave and bring back part o its spivit to use to
wdvd these lands fvoem its wrath. But as the chiettdin said: “you will do
move than that. BYiNg back 4 bedy's vibeaqe fvom the beast's laiv. This
shall be my threne of protection in this winter camp.’

“r will do this,” the huntey 4j\ree4.

‘BY cvrdandmothey Fox, you must vreturn... to me,” kdliskdq sdid. “And yeu
shall build us 4 cabin |°Jje and we will defend this place, these people.”

gehind us 4 sled made of poles stood w4i+mj. Tt was pulled by Jojs (the
cvee don't have hovses and wds dlveddy packed high with provisions. atop
the bundles and turs 4 spedr wds strapped, its shatt intricately cavved
and Immj With viblens and Fedthers. At one end 4 bedy's hedd was cdvved,
4t the othev wds 4 ¥e4\rso~\e|~{ shdvp bone blade. Mejluiev sdid kisjooal\,\!es
4nd then we watched him o, pulled out devess the icy dround by the dogs -
4nd once he wds "\us+ a speck on the hovizen, stavilanket said, “zf he
veturns, it he does this deed and To\quvsuk does not vip out his hedvt,
he will be william nenvy Meqdquier ne longev. e will be Tipiskisiw, ve whe
wdlks ey NiJH'. ve will Le Anjuekkok, 4 shaman, too edliskd paystay
turned to me. “This Nin’ is the ddavk of the moon, she sdid with 4
mischieveus twinkle in hey eye. “What say we wovk on opening the next
Joovwm{ For you, little cube”
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7| that looked like 4 cvoss Letween 4 submdvine hateh and 4 spaceship

divlock. This was one of fouy, edch exdctly the same, set avound 4 black
koues{coML tiled +loov. spival stdivs went down ‘H\\roujk 4 set of Hlooys
emerding in 4 hall of what locked halt sapanese tea house and halt ocedn

| liner. Beneath the branches of an ancient tree wds 4 Llack man dressed

' &\ i voles. Luc\‘il\{ he wds dsleep ov Mea|i+4+mj 4and hdd his eyes closed oy

1 else T would have Leen spotted. creeping ‘|'k\roujk the voom & went outside

‘1" inte an immaculate Javden. But as 1 stepped through d paiv of dog-like

stene statues 4 bell seunded, Vinging out 4 smjle Note. A few seconds

| latey it VANg d4§din. It was the slowest most inottensive dlavym ever! sut

5| dlavm it wads becduse then 1 heavd the sound of 4?(’“““"“3 peele.

I vdN, down the steps, between the plants and Hlowers, and +kV°U\jk 4

tunnel of ovrdange bamboo dvches — and didn't stop until T wds fay away

.! | $rom the place. Looking back T saw 1 had avvived inside a black and ved
A /| temple that sat vpons the clitfs. T dlse saw twe other things that weve

vev\! -Fveq\m{! out to sed visiuj -FVOMJVeY—jveeN ocedN Yose iMmmeNse L|«1c\g

towevs. edch wds crested with demed platforms, while dbove the cloudless

sk\{ wds Filled with 4t least 4 dozen moons. T+ 1 had any dovbt T had
1 tvavelled to the futuve, this was shattered when T heavd this buzzing
[/ seund like 4 crazy metal heavtleat and out of the sky Hlew twe armouved
{-ijuns oN div-bikes. P-UNNINg scdved T hedaded 4|ouj the clitfs but it was

| clear T couldnt outvun them. Ahedd T saw another domed skyscyaper -

this one on J\r\{ land - and MANY Move su\r\roumlmj the temple in 4 massive
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L juavds. wheve did 3 come Fromt wow did T get Hhrough the pevirnetey
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7 wheve the 4N+i—JV4VS weve stoved. upon the nedvest vehicle 4 |4vje white
] ewl wdas seated on the windshield, 4 S+V4N\je \'~e1 inits beake. Tt told me

| ov cavge plane. 1t wds dlse 4 maze of intevconnected covvidovs with no

betove dnother dlavm sounded — and this one wds way loudey dnd move
U\rjeN‘l’. By complete and utter luck T found 4 doov into the kqujd\r bay

civele. outside the pevimetey, kept at bay by SoMeJi4N+ invisible wall, weve ‘ ‘ 

theusdnds of people ov credtuves o vdlbid dnimdls — it was havd to tell at

that distdance. The one 'H\mj that was cleqy 4s OV\{S+4| is that +|r\e~{ weve }5
ovtside qnd ‘H\e\! weve clqwmj +°je+ iNl T wds tvdpped. Theve wds "u‘,/"
nowheve to Jo. And 4t that moment the hova-loavds swept down and ‘,‘*

jMLLeJ me in 4 metdl net. Then +|r\e\{ Hew s‘l’\rdin' out to seq towards
dnothey of these kuje Llack toweys.

~,

,‘,’_l
=

We ldnded inside this wdvehouse-sized kquj«w iN H\ejve«ﬁ dome a4t the
Top o the tower. Heve the Juavds led me into what could only be d prisen
cell. The voom wads vouqhly shaped like 4 fuselade — a4din move submavine
intevioy than koHiNj voom. Theve I wdas 1ues‘|'ioNeJ by the fdaceless

shield? wheve was My Nin-Hie\r? Tk\roujk the faceplate masks theiv
veices sounded weivd, like theiv suvit was +v4nsld+iuj. 1 knew all this

would net end well, so qs soon dqs +|r\e~{ turned +ojo, IJMLLeJ 4 pistol from |\

one Juavd's shoulder holstev and Llew 4 hole in the wall to escage.
Pdcing down low lit covridoys, it felt like being inside 4 plush ocedn liney

vhyme ov vedseon 4s to which Wy wjk’r ledd to an exit. T JiJN'+Je+ fav
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these towers weve seN+iNe|sJU4v4iNj the W4YS+4+i°N at T2y, the place
of the last shavd of magic in the wevld. They protected it fvom the
monsters outside. “Wlm{ ave theve so MANY MooNS?' I asked, and the ownil

told me they weve stavstations wheve everylody lived. Theve was ne time
fov move 4Lues+im~xs 4s then +|v\eju4v45 tound me, so 1 straddled the qiv-
bike, used the Fe\{ to vev it up — dnd the chase was on.

\ skimmiuj out into mid-div the Like dvepped like 4 stone. T had noided how

to ofe\r4+e the -Hdskmj contvels and could ole{ wdil 4s T flumme‘l'eal
towdvds the ccean fav belown. TWiS+iNJ the handlebdys T qujed to find

the thvettle and lus+ befove we hit the wdatey, T semehow eNJ4jeJ the
- 4N+i—\jv4vi+s{ function o whatever made this sceotey flodat. The hova

picked up speed 4nd soon T Was zipping over the wdves. Tk\reejuquS

puvsued me and it took 4ll My ViJeoque skills +o Joalje 4nd weqve to
escdpe. Then the owl was M4\f-mj 4j\re4+ commotion dnd T sqw in the

: | watev SoMe+kiijveeleiN+iNj iN the sunshine. Tt was 4 messdqe in 4

(| bottle and it was cleav the bivd wanted it. But 1 could not stop. My

puvsuevs weve too closel As I sped awdy the owl 4lided down and vetvieved
the Lottle and Hlew of+ to the temple. ut not Lefove +e||mj me of the
Joovw4\{ From this place...

I had to ledve Lehind the temple, the sdcved fovest and the ominous

towers for now. BUT I would be back to continve on my journey H\\roujk
= this fricksy ldbyvinth soon eneouqh...
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TUESDAY 27 JuNe 1995

T'VE ARR-IVED AT AN ABANDONED MANSsion iN scotlqnd. T4 s Luilt
kijk on the clitts qand evev\[wlr\e\re echoes the sound of the seq
c\rdskmj 4J4ms+ the vocks fav Lelow. This leoks like it wds once

4j\r4u4 bedveoom, Lut now the cavpet and furniture ave Jone -
4and what's ve4l|~{ scdvy is that on the Lave Hloovlodyds is painted
4 ved civele filled with weivd, avcane symiels.




se4\rckmj aveund T tound the veom wasn't entively empty. Theve weve
broken toys, burned-out candles and 4 school book with the ndame ‘seathdn
Mdcpherseon’ on the cover. Tuside weve all kinds of kid's dvawings,
including one of 4 child dvewning. on the wall was 4 photoqvaph of 4 family
shmlmj outside the house. At the centve of 'H\ej\rwf Wds 4 younq boy

{ (maybe seven oy ei\jk‘r) I had lus+ decided this must have Leen that boy's

{ voom when the pko+oj\r4fk tlew off the wall 4nd smashed on the
tloovbedvds. And 4s T turned I saw +|r\ej|v\os+|\{ shadow of some‘|’kiuj iN
one of the covners. 1 panicked and van

ovtside was 4 develict and votted Lalcony with 4Jv4m| stdivcase inte 4
hallway below. ewn I went and out the dront doov.  didw't stop vunning
until T was well away from the house. The ancient mansion looked even
spookier from sutside, especiqlle its witch's hat spives. The sun wads
beqinning to set, and davk stovrm clouds lv\uuj ovevheadd, +|'\V64+8Niuj Vdin. T
had no ided what to do next — 1 cevtainly didnt want +ojo back into that
haunted house — and that's when o met the photoqvapher Bomano prage.
He's fvom I.‘|'4|‘{ and spends his time +V4Ve||iNj all evey ELVOpE, +4kmj
pko+ojv4pks of what he cdlls ‘davk places..

“This pldce is cdlled p-davnsbyde Manoy,” he told me. ‘Tt is 4 ndme that is
known fov qufjkos{' stovies.” ve wds heve seH'iNj vp fov 4 test shot,

ovdanising the composition of d photoqraph of the mansion. ne knew 4 little
about the place; how the ovijiuql settlement wds Jes‘l’\ros{ed by Vikm\j |
vdiders whe mdssdcved evevryone. Affd\rewl'ls{ the witch weman of the




' vi||4je cursed the wavviors 4nd the land, and since that time whoevey has
lived heve have seen sijk‘l'mjs of 4 hideous black Leqast that veams the

_, jVoUNJs. As i+ that waswn't bad eNoujk, it was dbout then that the veally
s+\r4NJe stubf stavted kdffemuj.

A As the sun set, omane tosk 4 polavoid of the house 4nd gave it to me to

574 develop. As the imdqe of the mdnsion appedved, it looked lus*l' qs +evvi{-s{mj

4s iN ved| |i-[—e, exceﬁ'... in the pko+°j\r4fk. one of the +°f Hoov windows
| wds illumingted. T showed pomdns, but when we both looked up, theve was
No lin’ iN 4Ny of the windows visitle to the naked eye

‘T Let T know which veom that ist’ 1 said, l”5+ as it stavted VAiNiNg.

=] “show me,” sdid pomdno.

7 As the JOWN(MUV continved, we hedded inside, qusmj into that davk and

| desolate old house. T+ didn't look qs it Anyone had lived heve in centuries!
Followmj me, I led Pomdne as we climbed the staivs and went back into

) +k4+jlv\ou|isk Ledvoom. EveV\{‘H\iNj wds 4s befove — the byroken flr\o-|-ojv4f|r\,
the book and Lox — except that theve by the windew, fvdamed in the last
su»x|ijk+ wds H\ejkos+ of the boy! Both of us sdw him c|e4\r|\I and 4s we
stood not a|4vmj +ojo iN, sedthdn vdised one etheved| hand and pointed
out oveyr H'\ejViM oCeqN. P-oMmdNo iMMeJi4+e|\{ {'oo‘g q flr\o+0, but 1 couldn't
see 4N~{H\mj that he Min' be fOiN+iNJ out — dnd then 1 didi Theve out to
sed was 4 dhestly ship with 4 Jveat dvaqon-headed prow and vpon the deck

] steod 4 Vikmj wdvvioy koldmj a tievy lantern.




But what was the Loy Jm,mj to tell us? 1 hdd no ided, but Bomdne sdid,
‘some think 4 fko'l'ojvqfk captuves the soul, so mdybe we cdn help this peor
child. T4kiuj the polaveid we hedded sutside and down 4 thin path to 4
vecky bedch. Theve the photeqrapher put the pictuve in a little Loat and
set it on five. T do not kenow what tevvitle Thing fell vpon the Loy of this
house,” he sdid, “but I hope this will set his dvewned spivit o vest and
end his Jqs{s iN pedce.”

I sdid I hoped it would too, Lut vight Then theve was a tevvitle howling
Fvom the clitf top and |00\&mj up we sdw the black least. 1 couldnt
veturn to the house after that. Instedad we went back to pomane's Led
and breqktastin Nedvly stonehdven, \re'h)\rumj only on the davk of the
moon to Find the next dooviay. The Loy's spivit may now Le at vest, Lut
theve is anothey av oldey, +4v davkey spivit at the mdnsion, one set to
haunt this place for all etevnity. T won't be in any vush to veturn heve.

And T still have pemdno's MeNdciNj Poldveid of Pavnslyde Mdnoy should

1 evey feel even 4 little tempted...
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Immediately T was spotted by twe sentries wedving turlans and
cdvrying muskets. 1 fled +|v\voujk 4N dvch into 4J4V48N centved by 4
Fountdin set on the backs of kuje lions. Theve +keju4vds covneved me
and J\rd\‘ijeJ me off 1o Le 1ues+ioNeJ 4+jUNfoiN+. No one sfeq\t.s 4 wWovd of
Eﬂjlisk, so that wasn't 4jve4+ success.

eventually they tived of +4|kiﬂj and threw me into 4 locked voom with
blue tiled wdlls and windows sedled with shutters. The voof was cut
with stdav-shaped holes |e+‘|'iNj iN shatts of 4us+\[ suulijk‘l’. Theve wds
Ne wdy out. Then I sdw T wdasn't dlone. In the shadows sat 4 youny bey
ndmed Jdbiv 4|—2ulv\4\{v (x MdejeJ to undevstdand that much, but wky
he had Leen imprisoned T couldn't -Fijwe out.

That evening we weve visited Ly 4 bespectacled old woman called Luna
I.zlmevdo whe could speak EﬂjliSk. she told us all about the Alhdmbyd and
that she was 4 custedian and keyhelder. well, that's net exactly tvve.
What she 4c+u4|l1 sdid wds: “T 4m c|4ViJev of the Tenth peov, the
j«ﬁewqy ot €ish dl Lamay.” she dlso sqid that the Eing of all spdin and
Hely B-omdn Emperey, cdvles quinte, dnd his Lride, Isdlel of P°V+Uj«1|,
weve s+4~{mj at the palace ov theiv honeymoon.

“Tomovrow to celebvate the couple’'s etevnal hdappiness, theve is to Le 4
gvand civeus. The palace will be Filled with covrtesans and dignitavies -
but dlse these whe wish to kill such 4 -Fo\reijuev. Fov he is from the
Family who have exiled the Moovs, findanced the veydqes of chvistophey
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columbus dnd mastevminded the spanish Tnquisition” ot dll seunded very
Jrim. she told me ydbiv's s‘|’o\r\{, too. vow he wds son of one of the
avchitects whe Luilt this pdlace centuyies 4de. vow he dlso fell -H\youjk to
this time and wds davvested 4s 4 thiet. “ue says he was seekiuj, Not
s+e4|iNJ," LUNG sdid. gut see\‘-mj Fov whate

As the Lesfkoue\r lef+, she sqid: “This is the poom of Dredms, so mdybe in

) yeur s|eefmj, you will find what you seelk”

That Nijk“' 1 did indeed dvedm. I wds in 4 voom Filled with 4jve4+ bydss
bed and many oLlec‘l's. Nedrest to me wds 4J°|a|eN idel, but when  tvied to
touch it my ¥mjevs passed s+\r4ijk+ +|Mroujk. Then, T was s+4NJiNJ iN 4N
amusement pavk all on Five. AN owl was si‘H'iNj on 4 fovtune telley's tent
with flames Iickiuj 4t its white feathevs. “ouy Journeys to dveamland
cannot be shaved. For to walk within is to walk alone. And vemember, the
only way outis ing

“dow do T escdpe?’ I qsked.

*You must ledvn to Hy, s+\r4ujev," the Livd veplied, then disdppedved into
the Nijk+.

L | Which seunded totally unhelptul. ov so x +koujk+...

SATUR-DAY 10 JULY \620

vevy edvly ‘H\erﬂrJS woke us and 4v4jjea| us to the throne voom of the
kijkes‘f tower. Theve the commdandey or whoeveyr he wds shouted 4t us for
ades. Jualjmj by +|r\eji4N+ axe he waved 4bout, T think he Wds Jeing to chop
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ouy hands o1 suddenly hundreds of trumpets sounded outside and
evevryone vushed to the windows to see what was kqffeNiNJ. N that
moment Jabiv shouted “Alfdavavt” and 1 did not need +o spedle Avalic to
know he was +e||mj me to vun. Being the davchitect's son he knew wheve
+ojo. e led us to q hidden doov in the back of the audience chamler, then
Up 4 NdVkow memJ staivcase 4nd out onto the battlements.

From theve the whele paneovama of the city and countyyside - all the
mountdins 4Nijeeu valleys, the citadel and domed cathedvals - was
stretched out Lelow us. And ‘H\\rDUJk the stveets of the city a spectacular
pavade wds dpprodching the palace. Looking up T saw the entive sky was
tilled with MdjNi-[-iceN+ Llack and white bivds, edch one 4ji4N+ kite -Hsfmj
above the castle. £t was the avvival of the civcus that Lund had
mentioned. But we had no time to admive the procession, for 'H\ejuq\sz
weve vidht Lehind us. @uick ds a Hlash, sabiv and 1 leapt o the tower and
onto the Lack of the nedvest kites. The owl was \rin'. To escdpe we did
leavn how Fo Fly!

And in 4 month's tinme, these kites will Le the way we veturn, headed fov
the next spell-bound ¢|°°vw4‘{.
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THUR-SDAY 24 AuGusT 1911

BELIEVE IT O NOT, 'I.'VE syeu‘l‘ the summey +\r4ve||iuj Amnmeyicq 4s {
Mdgicidn’s 4ssistant This cv4z\[ 4dventuve Lejqu months 44e in May,

4nd smceﬁ\r\rt@jgkiei ulwfpfed escdped yom 4 LU%NlNJ
‘Hr\e vodd iN 4 c;oan keq\gsel
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5¥ SATUR-DAY 27 MAY 1211

1t all stavted after T avvived in the small s+u4\{ of 4 New Yevk city

| mdnsion ove\r|“l'-mj centrdl pavk. on the desk weve letteys sijned by

someLoJ\{ ndamed sededidh €. Tvevillian. we must be ex+veme|\{ vich to owin 4
Lij house like this on Fifth Avenve. Then T heavd veices and peeked sut to

| see three people appreaching. It was 4 yeung ceuple and 4 vevy tall man
| dvessed like 4 vingmaster.

“well, e.e+s\{... Mistey Bambine...” the civcus mastey wds s4ying, ‘T must say |

yeu do live in 4 lui+e vemavkable Luildmj."

) "Fo\rje+ the fancy -Fuvmskmjs, Pandove,” sdid the YPURY MaN. “‘Can \{ouje+

G| vs inside preamland?”

‘As head devil en the vell cate beat tour - easy 4s pier”

1 owe want 4 little five. Mo+ki|~\j nuts. Just euoujh to scave up suy pretection |\

money. We don't want to buvn the place o the dround ov nothing”

b2l ‘Tndeed” pandoye s4id in pantemime shock. “That weuld be unthinkatle.”

i | L was tvapped with ne Wy out, except jumping fyvem the secend s+o\re\{
windews. They discevered me kidmj undey the desk, and immediately

()| stavted saying hew I was 4 witness and theve was ne time to sevt it out.
" || se Bambine J\m\ﬁei me dewinstdivs dand threw me in the trunk of his cay.

1u+eu4inj to dedl with me latey, no doult.

coney Island's Dreamland was 4 bumpy heur's vide away, 4 Fantasy land o+
| electvic |ijk+s, cqvousels, civeus tents and attyactions, centred by a white
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| olsevvation towev. Theve weve all kinds of shows that transpovted

XI
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visitors to othev times dnd places and exhititions from the fav, fav
futuve (well, how 'H\esf Hw(dh?"i’ke Future would look.

1| The cdav was pavked Leside an attvaction called TRANSPORTATION OF

ToMokr-ROW. Theve weve lots of weivd vehicles, but nene was shm&je\r
than 4 Midnijk+—quck tunevdl cdv, smotheved with cavved 4ujels and
topped by 4 bid cvess. The siqn next o it vedd: “Ld Llovena.’ P—ijlr\“' next dooy
wds the vell cate vide, and Bamlbine, Be+5\! 4nNd Pandove weve +v\{iNJ +°je+
4 blaze stavted. They weven't k«wmj much luck.

“oh, theve's nevey 4 tive Lveqﬂmj mevrmadid dvound when you need one,’ T
heavd pandove muttey, ti++evlsf.

While 'H\e\{ weve distvdacted, £ escdaped, and the fivst place T saw to hide
wds this -FoVeLoJiNj sideshow tent. Alove the doovniay lr\uuj 4 siqN coveved
in ved splattered crossbones that vedd: BLoOD § BONES. From inside came
the seunds of dpplduse 4s two YoUNY magicians took to the s+4je.

“I 4m Miss Dyusilld Bleed, the Mistress of the Mdacdbve,” s4id 4 Jindev-
hdived wonmadn, then iudic4+iuj 4 mdn with 4 the velvet lqcke+ and
moustdche, 4dded, “and this is Mister cldaude Bones, the Mastey of
Mystery.” on the 5+4je wds lus+ 4ji4N+ svitcase, set on 4J|455 tatle.
“And to open ouy evening's ckillmj pevtormance, may we Velues+ q

velunteey from the-".
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T had 0N|\{ 4 few moments Lefove Leiuj cqujlﬁ so Ilumped into the aiv

Skou+iNj, “Me! pick mel” T made such 4 fuss, they had no cheice veally. And
that's how T escdped, by Jis4ffe4vmj into the second trunk of the ij'.
This ene had 4 trdpdooy in the Lottom and dumped me in 4 hedp under the
s+4je. Theve, after the shew, 1 tvied to wavrn Blood £ Bones dbout the
Five, but by then it was too late. Alveddy the whele of predamland was
atlqaze. PuskiNj past panicked people and wild animadls, we found suvselves
trapped by the Hames. we coulJu'+je+ outt But then clavde saw the black
hedvse 4nd we used it to escape and vdce back towdvds Manhattan.

THUR-SDAY 24 AVGUST 191l

1T have veturned to New Yovk now 4fter three months on the vodd with
Blood § Bones. 4t Niagavd Falls I saw 4 stunt pilot doing vertical dives
'|'k\rouj|r\ the mists of the vorseshoe ralls. And in stkiNJ‘hN DC we
peviormed for the president at the white vouse at an event wheve this
devondut came 54i|iNj over the trees dnd landed on the ldwn in his new
-H\{iuj mdchine, The Moth. brew wove 4 clodk made vp of the Amevican de
— but heve and now it only hds db stavs on it T wonder what the MiSSiNg
fouv dve? I am sdd to ledve prew £ claude, but it's the pedd Moon, so o+

4d4in 'H\\roujk to move 4dventuves...
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-{—yoM Mmsk, ke\re +o visi+ ‘H\e quui-f-iceu+ chLOJidN +er|es.

WEDNESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 19569

A JUNGLE ADVENTUR-E AWAITED ME -H\\roujk the next

dooy of the |4L\{\rin+k. I emevJeJ inte 4 bamboo treehouse, once
4 suddhist s4uc+u4\r\{, but now the qu-F\{ |on6an of 4 pUSSIqN
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4| T had dvvived at ij- iN the middle of 4 mensoon. Tovvential vain beat vpon |5

| the iven panelled voof, and the intevior was davk, lit by SweeJr—SMg”mj

= candles Lu\miuj inN coppev bowls. At the +av end of the voom the cavved

b= s+oNeJoJ of this tveetop shrine sat atop an altav filled with O-H-e\rmjs. In |
J| The shadows lenedath vows of Lriqhtly colovved Hlags sat this stocky man
| ing 44vkjve4+coq+. His Wild hdiv and Ledrd framed his vuddy face, his eyes E

pieveing Llve. we looked 1ui+e scdvy, but he intreduced himselt 4s my. skdv\&\{ ‘

: | (his veal name is Tlavi Lazavev, but he says that the east Asians have 4

havd time S4ying thatd. F°V+UN4+e|\{ his E&jlisk isjooJ, 4nd he seems to
know all about why 5+V4ﬂje\r childven MiJH' lus+ turn up heve.

That fivst Nin’ we qte stedmed vice and fov“, 5i++iNj on cushions dvound |2

the low kex4joN4| table and tdalked vntil MiJNijlrd'. My skq\rk\! came heve to
visit the +4alled Aujkov wat, touved all avound the Tonlé sap Lake, and had

=1l wow discoveved this lost city in the jungles nedv kdmpond Phluk. T have

Nevey hedvd of any of these places, but the way he talks atout them they
4ll seunded AMAZING. And the next MoVNINg, T discoveved lus{' how

Fantastic 'Hr\e\! weve fov M\IS&H‘.

4] THUR-SDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 1969

- The tveehouse sits in the Lvanches of qn aucient BANY4N tree and the

£ only way down is 4 |ouj vope laddey that descends the Mijlv\‘hl trunk. The

tvee itselt is enovmous, its Voo'l'sjvrowmj HJH’ 'H\\roujk the walls of the =
stone vuins. s+efpmj wajk into the temple was like Jiscovevmj 4 tatbled |
lost wovld, one that had Leen completely swallowed by the jungle. |

TR T I — é ‘_Y.)::,
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? As we went My shavky explmueJ how he wds 4n dvchdeolo J|s+ touyist,
| and soldier - and seeker of this hidden temple which he called Ndqdr4, The
hely city. T asked why danyene would Luild such 4 pldce in the middle of

Nt

Newheve, 4nd he veplied: “This is not nowheve. Tt is very much somenheve.

It is sdcved qnd vevry specidl. The entive squc-l'uqu{ is 4 mdstevpiecel gut

—
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it is one That no one wds evey medant o view.”

He went on to expldin that the vast temple was built in the twelfth
ceu+uv\{, (-’4V‘|' of an entive cambodian empive that is New No move. e

showed me 4 cavved imade o Bali Mahavaj4, the Liuj ot the demons,
ckwumj 4N ocedn of milk. Appavently, all 'H\ejon and devils comlined
tovces to create the |i1uiJ that weuld tecome the elixiv of lite.

—

‘These inscriptions dve +illed with prophecies and one of these sgeqks
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that theve will one day Le 4j4+ew4~{ tvem these vuins to 4 hidden voom, so
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T must wait fov that. cuard, pretect and wait  told him 1 was looking

I

for a doovnay too, Lut he sdid the way for me and the way for him weve
dittevent paths. “This is 4 doov to the centre of the |4L\{ViN+|'\,” he
expldined. “Youys is 4 path enwdvds. ouvtwadrds. Mine is 4 path within.”

I
A

My. shavky dlse sdid that in this time and place, the countyy wds on the

1
Il

brink of 4 qveat civil wav. ve wavned me o stay on the paths, saying that

S

|

gl

mingd coNlWeJ all sevts of monsters, but what eventually eme\rjeal wds

i

8

Le\!oud eveN my wild IMdqiNings..

|

o
i
-
the luujle wds home to ‘H\iujs fav move Jduje\rovs than wild Leasts. MY ?
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WEDNESDAY |b SEPTEMBER 1959
It wds on the NiJH' of the full moon that the enemy cdme. 1'd leen liviNj
with My. skqvky fov 4 few weeks and evevy 441 we went out exflovmj

| the vuins. d eveNjo+ used to the vdin, sndkes dnd enormous venomous

spidevs (well, maybe Mot the spiders!d) Then one 441 soldiers came out of
the luujle and took svey the temple. They wevejuevvillqs, mevcendyies
rying to ovevthrow the king and his doverument - or so they appedved.
IN theiv midst wdas 4 facex vecojmsealz it was pamtine, the man from
The vectory. ue wds leading them, Lut heve and now he dppedved 4s 4

quf—qvmeJ demon.

We tried to vun, to hide deep inside the temples, but they hunted us like
Jojs and Findlly we weve covnered. pamtine had his tevritle wand
clutched in one of his four dvms. I the strugqle The pussian explover

| tvied ‘|'OJV4L it fvom him skou+in~xj that x MUS+J6+ Awdy and escape, that

he would held the huntsmen das lon 4s he could.

gut then the mastev of the wild uunt threw him dside and Llasted me.

ARd once move T wds sent o who-knows-wheve in this cvdzy I4L~{vm+k...
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DEAD OF THE MOON: Now
TUE EINAL P-OOM IN THE LABYRINTH is

- The stranqest yeti4 magicdl place That
" cdn trdvel in spdce dnd time..It's 4

quql +|f| oc(‘,UfleJ L\{ dN 4N0|eN+
shdpe-shi -H'mj shdamdn whe sdys
}te_usjomj to. L\rn.uj me home.
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~ | tent, JViHmj sileu‘l’ly vpwdvds H\\roujln 4 hole in the voof. Black poles

i

M Bl =
AL -

| v/j“” of the l"js and the shadows — and then outside came the sound of 4 Flute. >
2 1 followed the music and Found that the tipi was one of three set avound 4 [

| said when I dpproached. The strande name sounded like ‘Mdd-jee-lee-quy”.

| | sdcved space,” the shamdn veplied, “set heve in the hedyt of the piné
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When I avvived T stepped throudh a cowskein Hap and into 4 conical space lit |

by 4 Vedving tive, set within 4N iven brdziey. Tts {—\mj\mwl' smoke Filled the
suppevted the canvds, while the woven ooy coveving wds strewn with
skins and patterned blankets. por 4 long time theve was only the crackle
lavgev Hive, dwavted by 4 Fall mountdin. All avound was 4 pevtect stavry

Nidht above 4 Lavven desevt landscape.

A black haived native American was seated by the five. ‘T am M&ji’hjmi," he

‘And 1 ask you: Wlm{ ave you heve? This wds not Youv jouvney. T didwt know L

what to sy to that, se instedd 1 asked wheve r was. ‘Bah-uas-Thkih is 4

ancestvdl lands. you know us 4s mwlo and this pldace 4s Monument \M”e‘l'
This pldce is Avizond in Novth Amevicd.” Then T knew wheve T was.

‘see the sdcved island mountding' Magitiqaii pointed vp to The stone
sentinel that overshadowed the encampment. ‘That is AJathla pedke. x and
my brothers - Magitizhini and magitiqaii - watch and Juavd this place” zn
the smoke fyom the Five, hazy 4jdms+ the purple pedles beyond, T saw the
swivling shapes of creatuves and vecoqnised them as all the animals that
helped me along the tvdil of my journey. T saw bivds and Leasts, bugs and
bunNies — every one 4 companion on my veodd leading to the last and tinal

place in the spi\rdllinj f4‘H\W4\!.
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“Tkoujk you dve Not the one whe wds medant to enter the |4L~{vm+k, youv
bravery and mjeuuﬂ'\{ has seyved you well. For this, I give you 4ji-H'." And

the shaman handed me 4 leathey pouch decovated with Ledds and featheys. P &

“This is 4 sdcved medicine qu. You must Fill it with the oLlec‘i’s yeou hdve
collected on your jeuvney. In H\eijeNs ot The old P—ec'l'ov\{ you found 4

| mouse kex{\riﬂj. The |n4j stone bracelet you vetvieved fvom the welsh
| watchtower. The poster came all the way fvom new ovledns. From the

vikiujs cdme H\ejiH' of the kvaken ViNg. From the cvee, the Leay paw
Neckldce. This stone statue you have cavvied from lost cambedian
temples, while luck travelled with you as this Tvish fouv-leat shamvock.
Frem the tutuve you L\roujH' 4N div-bike ijm-l'iou Fex{. Fvom the hqunted
shell of p-avusbrde Manor, the photoqvagher's polaveid. This ticket
4dmitted yeu to the elood £ Bones mdgic shew, while this swan's feathey
is 4 memovy of your escape from the Alhamiva palace.”

! As he spoke dlout edach oLlec+, 1 placed them inte the Ledded L4j. “gut most

iMf°Y+4N'HY is this lock of haiv, fvom the head of the monster whe bound
yeu inte this pevilous journey. This will prove the most powevtul of all the
oLlec+s i the final battle to come.

‘sattle? T asked.

“With the mdgic of these totems yoU cdN move Moons, open dll Doors, step
inte dll pooms. BUt its power cdn Le used but once. And you dve not the one
whe will use it. That is the task for the one whe should be s+4NJiNJ heve.’
It wds then that x beqan to understdand what  must do. “From the
centre, the path leads out) M&ji'hjqii continved. “You must unwind the
labyvinth's path. vou must veturn. ot is time.




The last maqical places on edvth. Through all these times and places. all
these moons, vooms dnd doovs. Back to wheve it 4ll beqan...

I +koujk+ I wds wva+mj this tinal letter to send to you - lus+ likee all "
the others — but now ds T vedch the end, I vedlise T am not. what the
shdamdn sdid te me is trve: this wds net My feuvney, but yours. I wds
Nevey suppesed to £all into that impessitle, unnatural No'l'kiujuess Y
between the stdrs of No. st Newten creen. That was suppesed to Le you. J"‘.“!

MYy 1ues+ wds +ojq+kev these oLled’s and send you my stovies - +oje+ -
you veddy to play your pavt and do what you weve suppesed o doin the
beqinning. To tace your tedy — and defeat the tevvors you see theve.

T know Now that ne vdven can delivey this vevy last lettey fvom the

labyvinth. T must do that myselt. And when 1 do, when T avvive 4nd hand

| I

|

yeu the medicine Lag, you'll Le veady to veturn to the place wheve this
whele cvazy adventure fivst stavted..
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DEAD OF THE MOON (MIDNIGHT)
THE WEREHOUSE
GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM
NOW
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THIS TIME IT WASN'T EVER going to be just a game. The double dare was real. Real real. As were the
terrors within The Werehouse. But now you had the full story. You had the medicine bag and the objects
it contained. Now you were ready. It was with a sense of grim determination that you set out from your
house on the night of the Dead Moon. Most of the kids didn’t have the guts to complete the dare, but
that wasn’t an option for you now. Back before you would gladly have let anyone take you place, but now
you knew what you must do. To set things right. For on that thirteenth dark of the moon, no letter arrived
in the beak of the dark messenger. In its place, a Navajo tipi had arrived, carrying Sam and some Native
Americans inside it. And that kinda changed everything...

As before, at the time of the dark of the moon all the kids gathered at the thatched pub. As before, the
night was cold and full with the threat of rainstorms. As midnight approached, everyone made their way
to the derelict and deserted house, the sense of the unknown obvious in the nervous chatter. To not seem
suspicious you tried to think how you had acted before, but your silence was taken as apprehension and
fear. It also appeared perfectly natural to those around you. No one suspected you had walked this road
previously. Then the sign was before you: DANGEROUS BUILDING. KEEP OUT. How different those

words read now.

Pushing aside the thorns, brambles and rusted gate, you dropped into the garden and strode towards the
boarded and broken house. Before the building had seemed like some great lurking beast, and now it felt
doubly monstrous. Reaching the fallen stone, you turned and gave a small wave back to everyone - but
mainly to Sam. Then came the waiting for midnight. Until the darkness would swarm, the night would
crack open, and then...

“Stone! Stone! O Devil’s Stone!
I Dare To Touch The Devil’s Stone-!”

The carrion wings enclosed the world. The nightmarish shark’s mouth between worlds split open. But this
time you didn’t run or scream. This time, you stepped right on through...
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FIRST MOON: HUNTER’S MOON (OF MAN)
THE OLD RECTORY
GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM
WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 1852 | 00:01:37

UPON THE OTHER SIDE OF the night-framed doorway the Old Rectory house and garden stood
waiting. Now it was you, not Sam standing upon the red brick path near the gate, before the chaotic mess
of flames and the figures. Through the smoke the fanged master of the Wild Hunt faced the Reverend
Nathaniel Grey, while behind the teenager is dragged to his doom.

“In the name of the Ghal,” the horned man was shouting, “I, Damfino, master of the Wild Hunt, claim
this sacred place. Here we shall build our new lair.” Before the white haired preacher can reply, you are
already speaking, shouting into the still night air. “Never! Not while I am drawing breath!”

Damfino whirls around, and fixes you with his venomous gaze. At his feet the two vicious hounds start to
growl.

“What pitiful whelp is this?” Damfino spits. “Who dares to defy me?”

You almost fail yourself then. Almost turn and run like before. But there in your mind are Sam’s words:
“I cannot get back to the garden, but you can.” The handing over of the medicine bag and the twelve
other objects collected within the journeying of the labyrinth. Of stepping inside that painted tent and
moving through time and space to the exact moment where this whole crazy adventure had begun all
those moons ago. “You spoke the words. ‘Enter this house those who dare’. Did you think those words
were hollow! Those who enter here must double and triple dare. Dare to dream. Dare to do. And yes,
even dare to die.”

The front door the rectory opens and out steps Tobias Crowe the gardener, and at the man’s appearance
Damfino offers his snide remarks.

“I will not let this sacred place fall into your foul hands.”

“How so0!” asks Damfino. “When we are so many and you but...” He pauses, glancing to you and then
back to the house. “Two?” He asks the night. “Hold him! Little Crowe, do you really think you can dare
defy me?”

“Not L. The labyrinth has sent us one who will be set that task.”

Damfino shrugs, as if these last words are of no consequence whatsoever. Instead of replying, he pulls
from his coat the crystal tipped wand and everyone draws back.

“This place in ancient times was known as Witchcross Mede,” he says. “This place’s magic is rooted in
rock. But while the Maje are forbidden to use its power, [ am not so sworn.” Spinning on his heels, he
stabs out with the wand and points it straight at you.

—oR——
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“Stranger!” Tobias shouts. “Find the guardian of the labyrinth and save the shadowstone!”
“I already have,” you mutter under your breath.

From the wand’s molten tip a shaft of light erupts, but not one shred of the wildfire touches you. Instead
you hold up the medicine bag containing all those precious objects mentioned by Sam in all those many
letters. The blaze hits the small pouch and surrounds it with brilliant silver light. So bright that it blinds.
But then the light is thrown back at its creator and Damfino is consumed by its brilliance and sent
spiralling off who knows where inside the labyrinth. That same fire leaps through the master’s minions,
great sheets of billowing flame that set fire to the hedges, the building and the gauntfaced figures. And
when the shimmering wave returns, you are blasted back through the web between worlds...
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DEAD OF THE MOON (MIDNIGHT)
THE WEREHOUSE
GREAT DUNMOW, ESSEX, UNITED KINGDOM
NOW

WHEN YOU AWAKEN YOU ARE lying in the dirt and weeds of the ruined garden with all the kids
standing around you. In one fist you hold the charred and ruined medicine bag. And every bone in your

body feels like it has suffered the most brutal of beating. Still, that is not what fills your mind. It is the
sounds of the children cheering.

You are the first and only kid to enter that dark house and dangerous garden and come out. And in the
eyes of every one of the children that surround you, this makes you extraordinary...







The CEaufu.f_y Mail Adventure from
Brifain's Most Extramfinag/ Home

It was supposed to be just a game. A bit
of scary fun. A lark, Every kid in the
town knew the place as The Werehouse.
They also knew the terrifying double dare
linked to it; if you entered on the night
of the dark of the moon and placed your
hand upon the cursed stone; if you spoke
the rhyme and walked into the empty
house; if you did all these things, then
you would never been seen again...
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STONE! STONE! THE DEVIL’S STONE
WILL YOU TOUCH THE DEVIL’S STONE?

EN'TER THIS HOUSE THOSE WHO DARE
WHEN THE MOON IS DARK: BUT, WARE/
SPEAK THE CURSE AND ENTER WITHIN ~

THEN ALL YOUR NIGHTMARES WILL BEGIN,
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“a remarkable fantasy world”
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STONE! STONE! THE DEVIL’S STONE
WILL YOU TOUCH THE DEVIL’S STONE?
EN'TER THIS HOUSE THOSE WHO DARE

WHEN THE MOON IS DARK: BUT, WARE/
SPEAK THE CURSE AND EN'TER WITHIN ~
THEN ALL YOUR NIGHTMARES WILL BEGIN.
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